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The Board of Directors and Staff of the 
Fort Bend Education Foundation (FBEF) 
are delighted to present this Annual Report, 
highlighting our accomplishments and 
activities during the 2023-2024 fiscal year.  

In the past year, we not only met but exceeded our 
fundraising goals. FBEF has remained steadfast in its 
mission to enrich and enhance the quality of education 
for all Fort Bend ISD students. We achieve this by 
funding and awarding grants to teachers, school 
sites, staff development programs, and district-wide 
initiatives. 

With the generous support of our donors and the 
tireless efforts of our community volunteers, our 
signature fundraising events – 24th Annual Back to 
School Scramble, the 9th Annual Sugar Shindig, the 31st 
Annual Gala, and the 21st Annual Education Expedition 
bike ride, enabled us to award over $771,448 to FBISD 
teachers and schools through our grant programs.

In 2023-2024, FBEF awarded 269 grants for $520,848 to 
support the Grants to Teachers and Schools program.  

Additionally, 300 new teachers received grants of 
$43,800, we awarded $96,200 in Professional 
Development Grants, and the Foundation managed 
$110,600 in Pass Through Grants.  As we enter our 32nd 
year, FBEF has awarded nearly $36 million in grants to 
Fort Bend ISD teachers and schools. These grants have 
a profound impact on every school in Fort Bend ISD. 

I want to extend my heartfelt gratitude to everyone 
who has supported, volunteered, and served our 
Foundation. Your unwavering friendship, commitment, 
and dedication are deeply appreciated. It is an honor 
to serve as your Board President for 2024-2025. 
Thank you for your significant and transformative 
support in enriching the lives of Fort Bend ISD students.  
On behalf of FBEF’s Board of Directors, we look forward 
to your continued support.

Sincerely,

 

Shefali Jhaveri, 
President 2024-2025

To the Friends and Supporters of the Fort Bend Education Foundation

TOTAL Contributed Since Inception — Nearly $36 Million
Professional Development Grants$664,000

$613,000 New Teacher Gifts Grants Directly to 
Teachers and Schools$9 Million

$25.6 Million — Pass-Through Grants/In-kind Donations

FBISD is a majority-minority 
school district:

American Indian or Alaskan Native
Asian
Black American or African American
Hispanic or Latino
White
Hawaiian or Pacific Island
Two or More Races

By the Numbers:
•	 Over 80,000 students 
	 enrolled in FBISD

•	 Largest employer in Fort 		
	 Bend County with over 12,000 	
	 full and part-time employees

•	 FBISD currently has 85 
	 campuses: 12 high schools, 
	 15 middle schools, 
	 53 elementary campuses 	
	 and 5 specialty schools

•	 51% of students are 
	 economically disadvantaged

80,684
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September 9, 2024 
25th Annual Back 
to School Scramble 
Golf Tournament 
Sweetwater 
Country Club

2024-2025 EVENTS

Mark Your Calendar

October 25, 2024
10th Annual 
Sugar Shindig
Safari Texas

March 1, 2025
32nd Annual Gala
Houston Marriott 
Sugar Land
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24TH ANNUAL BACK TO SCHOOL SCRAMBLE

Success “fore” Education!
The 24th Annual Fort Bend Education Foundation’s 
Back to School Scramble Golf Tournament took place 
on September 11th at Sweetwater Country Club and 
was chaired by Greene Hendon and Ryan McCauley. 
Thanks to the generosity of this year’s participants, 
the event netted $148,831 for Grants to Teachers and 
Schools. The 236 golfers who played in the tournament 
enjoyed breakfast from Chick-fil-A and an awards 
luncheon at the end of the day.

Sugar Shindig was a SWEET success . . . 
the 9th Anniversary Sugar Shindig had over 750 
guests attend and netted $55,460 for FBISD 
teachers and schools!  Thanks to everyone who    
     came out to shimmy, shake and eat cake!  
          Congratulations to Malala ES on for 
        the highest attendance for ES, 
       Hodges Bend MS for highest 
        attendance for secondary, and to 
       Ridgegate ES for the highest 
                percentage in attendance!

SUGAR SHINDIG 2023
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“Carnival de Brazil-
     Unmask it All”
The Fort Bend Education Foundation held its
31st annual gala on March 2nd at the Houston 
Marriott Sugar Land.  “Carnival de Brazil” was 
an incredible evening that definitely put the fun 
in FUNdraising!

Gala co-chairs Debra Jhaver and Nappinnai 
Natarajan are proud to announce that the gala 
netted $405,731 in support of our children’s 
education!  The Fort Bend Education Foundation 
touches every school in Fort Bend ISD enriching 
and enhancing the quality of education for all Fort 
Bend ISD students through its grants programs.

It was a lively evening emboldened with vibrant 
décor and festive attire.  The brightly colored and 
cheerful setting truly brought the spirit of Carnival 
de Brazil to life. Attendees mingled, enjoyed raffle 
drawings and perused the elaborate displays 
of auction packages and baskets as they bid by 
phone. The evening’s experience intensified with 
the grand entry by the Sambabom drumline and 
Samba dancers. The rousing live auction, emceed 
by Sugar Land Mayor Joe Zimmerman, had the 
crowd bidding high and often.  Supporters dined 
at exquisitely decorated tables and wrapped up 
the evening dancing to the dynamic sounds of the 
band Password.

Thank you to all the generous supporters
of the Fort Bend Education Foundation 
and to all those who worked together to 
make “Carnival de Brazil” a tremendous 
success.  Congratulations to the Fort Bend ISD 
students and teachers who will benefit from this 
delightful evening!

Save the date in anticipation of the 32nd 
Annual Gala Celebration set for March 1, 2025.

THE FORT BEND EDUCATION FOUNDATION’S ANNUAL GALA

Fort Bend Education Foundation President Andy 
Cabble, FBEF CEO Brenna Cosby, FBISD 
Superintendent Dr. Marc Smith and Bhuchar

Gala Co-chairs

The Fort Bend Education Foundation provides New Teacher 
Gifts to teachers just beginning their careers. They are 
given a tote bag full of supplies enabling them to outfit 
their classrooms from day one.

    This year we funded 300 new teachers for a total of $43,800
        Please consider adopting a new teacher by donating today.  
        If you donate $100 or more, you may choose the campus.  
          Visit our website at www.fortbendisd.com/foundation to 
             make your donation for the 2024-2025 school year.
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2024 EDUCATION EXPEDITION BIKE RIDE
Presented by Shottenkirk Kia Fort Bend

On Saturday, April 6, the Fort Bend Education 
Foundation held its 21st Annual Education Expedition 
bike ride presented by Shottenkirk Kia Fort Bend with 
an awesome turn-out of over 375 cyclists and 250 
volunteers! As a result of this successful recommended 
ride, the Foundation raised nearly $30,000 benefiting 
its Grants to Teachers and Schools programs, which 
provide opportunities to enrich and enhance the quality 
of education for all Fort Bend ISD students.

Rest Stops were staffed by volunteers including 
teachers and students from Fort Bend ISD high schools. 
They were vying for the Best Rest Stop award. The 
Hightower High School Band won the award!  Way to go!

At the end of the ride, participants enjoyed a much deserved 
grab-and-go breakfast donated by Taco Cabana Pearland and hot 
lunch provided by FBISD Catering.

We want to thank all the cyclists, sponsors and volunteers who 
supported the Fort Bend Education Foundation!

Thank 
you to our  
In-Kind 
Donors 
Adidas
Aling’s Chinese Bistro
Ana’s Confections
BDO
Big Frog Custom 	
	 T-Shirts of 
	 Sugar Land
Brother’s Produce
BRW Architects
Cabo Bob’s
Cabo Bob’s Burritos
Cake & Eat It Too
Cake Craft Shoppe
ChampionX 
Chick-fil-A 
	 Sugar Land
Cillie’s Cakes
CMT Technical 
	 Services, Inc.
Coca-Cola

Congressman 
	 Troy Nehls
Consolidated 
	 Communications
Coventry Home
Crain Group, LLC 
Dally + Associates, 		
	 Inc. Structural & 		
	 Civil Engineers
Nadya & Shoukat 		
	 Dhanani  
EMA Engineering 
	 & Consulting
Empress Bee’s 
	 Sweet Treats, LLC
Equitable Advisors
FBISD Board 
	 of Trustees
FBISD E-Team 
Fort Bend 
	 American
	 Federation of 		
	 Teachers
Frito Lay
Fort Bend County 
Judge KP George

Gimmie Shugar
Gordon Food 
H-E-B
House of Blooms
Huntington 
	 Learning Center
Kendra Scott 
	 Sugar Land
LDDBlueline 
	 Architect
Leonetti Graphics
Molson Coors 
	 Beverage Company
Nash Industries
Ninoshka’s Cakes
Nothing Bundt Cakes 	
	 - Sugar Land, TX 		
	 and Richmond, TX
Office Depot
	  OfficeMax
P.M.S. Promotional 		
	 Marketplace 
	 Specialities
Party Props
Password 
	 Productions

PBK Architects
Pfluger Architects
Prosperity Bank
Sara Appliance 
	 and Electronics
Sewell Audie 
	 Sugar Land
Smile Doctor Braces 	
	 by Dr. Halford
Stantec Architecture, 	
	 Inc.
Sugar Land Mayor 		
	 Joe Zimmerman
Sun & Ski Sports
Sweetwater 
	 Country Club
Taylor Morrison
The Sweet Boutique
Trek Sugar Land
ViBella Sweets
Walmart 
	 Neighborhood 		
	 Market 04466
Dr. Christie Whitbeck
Who Made the Cake!
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EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE
Shefali Jhaveri	
	 President
Crissy Nolen	
	 President-Elect
Crystal Harris	
	 Vice President, 
	 Allocations
Nappinnai Natarajan		
	 Vice President, 
	 Community Affairs
Ryan McCauley	
	 Vice President, 
	 Development
David Bolding	
	 Vice President, Finance
Beth Johnson	
	 Vice President, Marketing
Sandy Denton	
	 Secretary
Andrew Cabble	
	 Past President
Brenna Cosby	
	 Chief Executive Officer
Hillary Dunn	
	 Executive Director

BOARD MEMBERS
Jeremy Alberty
Kevin Anderson
King Banerjee

Nick Bhakta
Stacy Bynes
Cindy Cheng
Jennifer Chiang
Flora Choy	
Eliud Faz
Dr. Dennis Halford
John Haskew
Greene Hendon
Gena Horak
Syndee Howgate
Alex Janos
Debra Jhaver	
Maura Jones-McCoy
Breah Koosono-Ampem
JoAnna Kraynek
Kim Lagunas
Jesselyn Martindale
Daniel Menendez
Rick Pal	
Apurva Parikh
Chad Peterson
Farrah Sabouni
Ian Scharfman
Melissa Turnbaugh
Terri Wang
Jennifer West
Joe Zator

EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS
Deborah Crain	
	 Foundation 
	 Corporate Counsel

Kristin Tassin	
	 President, 
	 FBISD Board of Directors
Dr. Marc Smith	
	 FBISD Superintendent 
	 of Schools
Kimberly Smith	
	 FBISD Chief 
	 Communications Officer

PAST PRESIDENT’S COUNCIL
Emily Agis-Wahl	
Jeremy Alberty 
Richard Booker
Mary Bourne-Marth
Lisa Brettmann
Jim Brown
Stacy Bynes
Andrew Cabble	
Kolbe Curtice
Dustin Fessler
Dr. Dennis Halford
Lynn Halford	
Gena Horak 
Pat Houck
Allen Jackson
JoAnna Kraynek
Claude Leatherwood
Gary D. Moseley
Les Newton
Dr. John Novak
Frank Petras

Dr. Lillian Poats
Andy Ralph
Ann Schmitt
Marsha Stein
Dr. James Wallace
John Wantuch
	
LEGACY COUNCIL
Ron Bailey
Jacquie Baly 
Jim Brown
Sean Burnett
Sue Chiang
Kyle Dawson	
Beatriz De Alvarado
Brett DeShazo 
Dustin Fessler
Terrie Gorney
Sherry Grogan
Peggy Jackson	
Kay James
Srishti Mehta
Orlando Morriesette	
Michael Mosley
Jonathan Pursch	
Stephen Reed 
Kevin Riles
Sharon Saunders
Michael Schiff
Jennifer Veillon
Doug White	
			 

2024-2025 Board of Directors

• 	district news and events 	
	 (including class reunions 	
	 and tailgates)
• 	community points of 		
	 pride
• 	how alumni can become 	
	 more involved in FBISD 		
	 schools

• 	profiles of alumni who 		
	 serve their communities 		
	 in notable ways
• an alumni directory, 		
	 where you can submit 		
	 your name and connect 		
	 with former friends and 		
	 classmates

The FBEF Auxiliary supports the 
Foundation by providing volunteers 
and creating community awareness.  
The Auxiliary hosts the Annual 
Sugar Shindig and its members 
volunteer at various events, 
including the Campus News 
Coordinator Reception and the 
Donor Reception.  Below is a 
photo from one of the Auxiliary 
recruitment luncheons.

FREE to Join - To join, scan the QR code or go to: 
https://fortbendisdalumni.nationbuilder.com/ 

FORT BEND ISD ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

Join the Fort Bend ISD Alumni Association, 
and receive information on:



VISIONARY - $25,000+

Greater Houston 
	 Community 
	 Foundation
Team FBISD Employees
The Astros Foundation
The Fluor Foundation
The George Foundation

INNOVATOR - $15,000 +
Harvest Green 
	 Homeowners 
	 Association, Inc.
Jacobs
PBK Architects, Inc.
Perdue Brandon Fielder 	
	 Collins & Mott, LLP
Sienna Community 		
	 Association
Sienna Plantation CSF 		
	 (Community Services 	
	 Foundation)
TDECU
The Vision Inspired Foun-
dation
UnitedHealthcare

ACHIEVER - $10,000 +
Big Chicken
ChampionX
CMT Technical Services, 	
	 formerly Paradigm
 	 Consultants, Inc.
Dally + Associates, Inc.
DLR Group
H-E-B Tournament of 		
	 Champions 		
	 Charitable Trust
Houston Methodist 		
	 Sugar Land Hospital
Imperial Homeowner’s 	
	 Association Inc.
Pfluger Architects
Prime Contractors, Inc.
Riverstone Homeowners 
	 Association, Inc.
Schlumberger

EDUCATOR - $5,000 +
Alings Chinese Bistro
AP Tutors
AUTOARCH 
	 Architects, LLC.
Bayway Cadillac Southwest
Bracewell LLP
COMBS Consulting Group
Comcast
Comerica Bank
Corgan
Daikin Applied
DBR Engineering 
	 Consultants, Inc.
Durotech Foundation
E Contractors
GoldStar Transit
Hilltop Securities
Hymes, Sharon & 
	 Schiff, Michael 
Imagine Learning/		
	 Edgenuity
Jamail & Smith 
	 Construction, LP
JR Thomas Group, Inc.
Keller Williams Realty 		
	 Southwest
Kelsey-Seybold Clinic
Kirksey Architecture

Kraynek, JoAnna & Jason
Landtech Consultants
Likhari, Paul & Manmeet 
McGriff
Rogers, Morris & 
	 Grover, LLP
Satterfield & Pontikes 		
	 Construction, Inc.
Shottenkirk Kia Fort Bend
Spark Restaurant 		
Group - Buffalo Wild Wings
Stantec Architecture
The Honeyland Fund
Thompson & Horton, L.L.P.
Walsh Gallegos Trevino 	
	 Kyle & Russo, P.C.
Whatabrands LLC
Whitley Penn LLP

MENTOR - $2,500 +
American Furniture 		
	 Warehouse
AMS of Houston LLC
Armko Industries, Inc.
Bass Construction Co., Inc.
Bhadriraju, Sangeeta 
	 & Srinivas 
Chiang Law Firm
Code Ninjas
Desroches Partners, LP
Do, Victoria 
EcoLab Foundation
EMA Engineering & 
	 Consulting
Energy Ogre
Fluor Cares
FTG Texas
Gallagher Benefit Services
GFL Environmental
Halford, Lynn & Dennis
Horak, Gena & Paul
Houston Community 		
	 College - Southwest
Huckabee & Associates 	
	 Architects
Huitt-Zollars, Inc.
James, Grayle & David
	 Kermally, Naushad 
	 & Narmin 
KPMG, LLP
MD Anderson Cancer Center
Molson Coors Beverage 	
	 Company
MWA Architects, Inc.
Netsync
OVOL - High Point
Password Productions
Piraino Consulting
Prosperity Bank
Raba-Kistner, Inc.
RdlR Architects, Inc
Roberts Markel Weinberg 	
	 Butler Hailey P.C.
Rocket Angels
Safari Texas
Siebert Williams Shank 	
	 & Co., LLC
Spalding Nicholas 		
	 Lamp Langlois
Spring Creek Barbeque
SSA Partners LLC
Stein, Marsha & Stanley  

APPRENTICE - $1,000 +
Acme Brick
Advance Physical Therapy
Alpha Testing
Automated Logic
Aviles Engineering 		
	 Corporation
Balourdet, Susan 
Bayou City 
	 Renovations, LLC
BEAM Professionals
Bhuchar, Subodh Bhuchar, 	
	 Vijay & Vinod 
Caissa Public Strategy
Cheng, Cindy & Thanh
Crain Group, LLC
Delta Kappa Gamma
Drymalla Construction 	
	 Company, Inc., LLC
Dunaway
Earth Engineering
ERC Environmental & 		
	 Construction Services, Inc.
Favre, Mary 
Frost Bank
Harrison Kornberg 		
	 Architects
Hendon, Andrea & Greene
Houston Tents & Events
IEG
ImageNet Consulting
Independent Financial
Infrastructure Associates, Inc.
Janos, Tammy & Alex
Jhaver, Debra & Noordin 
Jhaveri, Shefali & Chetan 
Kay Davis Associates
	 KMPG Gives c/o 		
	 Bergen County’s 
	 United Way
Lenton-Gary, Cynthia 
Liberty Office Products
LTY Engineers
Macy’s, Inc.
Matrix Structural 
	 Engineering
McCauley, Jessica & Ryan
Memorial Hermann
Menendez, Daniel 
NASA Alumni League 		
	 JSC Chapter
Nash Industries
NCS Cabling
Patel, Naren & Hansa 
Piper Sandler & Co.
Planned Community 		
	 Developers
Salas O’Brien
SAMCO Capital
Sienna Shuttle
STOA Architects
Strong Schools Strong 		
	 Community
Sugar Land Space Cowboys
Tarkett
Teal Construction Company
Tellepsen
Terracon 
	 Consultants, Inc
Texas State Technical 		
	 College
True North Consulting 		
	 Group
University of Houston
USA Fit
VLK Architects
Wang, Terri & Sam 
West Belt Surveying, Inc.
Yellowstone Landscape
Zuhne

STEWARD - $500 +
Anderson, Pebble & Kevin
Alberty, Lesley & Jeremy
Alma Hair Masters LLC
Anne Sullivan 
	 Elementary PTA
Austin Parkway PTO
Bartlett Cocke 
	 General Contractors
Bethancourt, Wendy 
Blue Ridge Architects
Bolding, Beth & David
Bourne-Marth, Mary & Jeff
Brooks & Sparks, Inc
Brown & Root 
	 Industrial Services
Brown, Jim 
Cabble, Mindy & Andy
Cabrera Capital Markets
Caldwell & Steinbring 		
	 Dentistry for Children
CNG 4 America
Consolidated 
	 Communications
CS Advangate 
	 USAA, Inc.
Dealer’s Electric
Enchanted Gardens
Faz, Andrea & Eliud
Fessler, Stacey & Dustin 
Gatlin’s BBQ
Houck, Pat & Allen 
Jackson, Allen 
Jackson, Danielle 
Jackson, Peggy &Steve 
Jones-McCoy, Kimberly 	
	 & Maura 
Kallina, Jay 
Lakeshore Learning
PRD Land Development 
	 Services, LLC
Raising Cane’s
RBC Capital Markets
Riles, Kevin 
Si Environmental
Sibme
Simon Spine
Stanton Engineering Group
Stifel Public Finance
Unify Energy Solutions
University of Houston 
Athletics

FRIEND - $100 +
Allen Bogard Campaign
Arriaga, Michael 
Aydogan, Kasey 
Baucum, Danielle 
Bhakta, Nayana & Nisit 
Blair, Susan 
Bright Funds
Brown, Shirley 
Buchanan, Carol 
Bynes, Stacy 
Chang, Stephanie 
Chaudhary, Simmi 
Chu, Arthur 
Clay, Fyodor 
Coolers Inc.
Copeland, Michelle 
Dai, Judi 
Denton, Sandra 
Donnell, Lavanda 
Fairchild, Jamie & Doug
Fisher, Elizabeth 
Gee, Betty 
Ghimirey, Meghna & Joyti 

Gore, Joanne 
Gorney, Terri & 
	 Brophy Mike
Harris, Crystal & Proteus
Head, Randy 
Holley, Janice 
Howgate, Syndee & Daniel
Independent Crane & 		
	 Equipment
Jackson, Jocelyn 
Jackson, Natasha 
Jain, Meeta 
Jensen, Kelley & Shane 
Johnson, Beth & Mike
Kamla Family 
	 Charitable Trust, 
	 a Donor Advised Fund 	
	 of the U.S. Charitable 	
	 Gift Trust
Kannaboyna, Haritha 
Kapasi, Dilipkumar 
Kastens, Jamie 
Kermally, Anita 
Kij, Jessica & Jim
Kim, Jennifer 
Lauer, Cynthia & 
	 Messinger, Jake 
Leatherwood, Laura 
	 & Claude
Ledbetter, Peta-Gay 
Marshall, Yolanda 
Mayfield-Hasker, Misty 
McCauley, Cynthia 
Mehta, Ami 
Merchant, Arifa 
Mohammed, Mayet 
Mohiuddin, Ayesha 
Momin, Mustakali 
Moseley, Kendra & Gary
Natarajan, Nappinnai 
Neill, Anna 
Nelson, Anne 
Nesmith, Carrie & Trey
Nihiser, Allison 
Nikam, Vaibhav 
Nolen, Crissy & Ryan 
Norlander, Kristina 
Parikh, Mona & Apurva 
Patel, Manisha 
PricewaterhouseCoopers
Primbetova, Altynay 
Rau, Shu 
Robinson, Christopher 
Samuel, Anita & Daniel
Sara Appliance and 
	 Electronics
Scharfman, Karen & Ian 
Schoof, Michael Adam 
Shaw, Karen 
Simpson, Debra 
Sinha, Kalika 
Skelly, Maureen 
Strong, Theresa 
Swenson, Joseph 
Tassin, Kristin &Shannon 
TMS South
Turner, James 
United Refrigeration
Unruh, Julie 
Walker, Magnus 
Wallace, James 
Wang, Olivia 
Wantuch, Janet & John 
West, Jennifer 
Wing, Wen & Anthony
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Who benefits from the fundraising?
Every school in Fort Bend ISD benefits from the Fort Bend 
Education Foundation grant programs that train teachers, 
provide equipment, and offer new instructional experiences to 
students of all ages.  Each year, hundreds of grant proposals 
are submitted to the Education Foundation.  Each proposal 
undergoes an extensive review process.  The number of awarded 
grants depends upon the amount of money raised through the 
Education Foundation’s annual fundraising events.

This year, the Education Foundation funded 269 grants 
totaling over $520,848 to support the Grants for Teachers 
and Schools Program.  Of all grants submitted, 87% were 
funded. Additionally, the Foundation awarded 300 new 
teacher gifts totaling $43,800, $96,200 in Professional 
Development Grants, and $110,600 in Pass Through Grants.  
That’s a total of $771,448 awarded this year alone.  The 
Foundation touches EVERY school in Fort Bend ISD! 
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Rita Drabek Elementary
Grant: Getting Centered 
in Art Class
My Fort Bend Education Foun-
dation grant was based on 
classroom learning centers for 
the Art Room.. Some of these 
centers also created a “prod-
uct” to take home but some 
did not, helping students to 
understand that creation is not 
always about the product, but 
the experience. -Michele Rose, 
Art Teacher

Scanlan Oaks Elementary
Grant: Drums Talk
At Scanlan Oaks Elementary 
our students use the drums 
obtained thanks to the grant 
we received. Students are set to 
improve their performance skills 
and enhance their emotional 
and social environment through 
these sessions. We are grateful 
we got this grant. Thank you – 
Aura M. Trevino, Music Teacher

 

Kempner High School
Grant: Future-Proofing Young 
Journalists with Mobile 
Reporting Kits
This grant helped provide a 
real-world broadcasting ex-
perience for our students and 
minimize financial risks to their 
families. Students recorded 
videos and interviews at various 
events and around the school 
using grant-funded tools with 
the technology already in their 
pockets (the same many profes-
sionals use). -Tiffany Fitzpatrick, 
M.Ed., CJE, Journalism Teacher

Travis High School
Grant: Disrupting 
Traditional Texts
This grant purchased graphic 
novels about historical topics 
relevant to our social studies 
standards. Students got to 
“speed date” the books during 
our “Understanding Comics” 
literature groups activity. 
Students participated in 
mini-lessons applying author’s 
craft skills and historical thinking 
skills to graphic novels weekly.  – 
Jennifer Orpitelli Gurnea, Social 
Studies Teacher

GRANTS IN ACTION

16431 Lexington Blvd. | Sugar Land, TX 77479  281-634-1000 |www.fortbendisd.com/foundation

Madden Elementary
Madden Elementary 
teacher Raven Davidson 
makes learning fun for PreK 
students. Awarded $1,268 to 
fund her grant, “Using the 
Power of Light to Engage 
PreK Learners,” Davidson 
purchased a color-changing 
light table with seating and 
translucent manipulatives 
(such as alphabet tracing tiles, 
math trays and letter builders) 
that students use for math and 
word play.

Malala Elementary
To help 5th grade students 
master math skills in a fun 
and meaningful way, 
Malala Elementary School 
teachers Allyson Huston, 
Clintonia Williamson and 
Rabeyya Imran were awarded 
$1,480 to fund their “Math in a 
Flash!” grant. The students use 
math-related discovery cans, 
grab and match cards, games 
and dominoes to complete 
individual or small group math 
lessons and challenges. 

Dulles Middle School
To support students’ 
social-emotional well-being, 
Dulles Middle School gives 
them access to a calming 
space on campus. With $4,901 
in funding for the “Serenity 
Now!” school site grant, Mental 
Health Therapist Jesse Moreno 
and colleagues created a safe 
place for students to come 
when they feel overwhelmed or 
stressed. 

Ridgepoint High School
Theatre students at Ridge Point 
High School are playing it safe 
as they prepare for stage 
performances at their school. 
Thanks to a $5,000 teacher 
grant awarded through the Fort 
Bend Education Foundation, 
students received hands-on 
learning experiences, while 
improving tech theatre skills. 
They are also demonstrating 
safety practices when using the 
new and updated equipment.
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